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D. PETER MAZUR

On the other extreme, the group over 4o years of age shows drastic alterations in the shape of
its fertility pattern. High rates in this age group are frequently associated with the rural type of
society where women continue childbearing to a high age. In the case of the U.S.S.R. the relative
contribution of women aged over 40 to the total fertility was several times lower in the 1960’s
than in the late 1920’s, thus suggesting a decrease in the proportion of the rural population as a
possible explanation of the trend.

TABLE 1. Period-specific fertility rates by age of mother for the U.S. and the U.S.S.R.

Country and age of mother

Year Total fertilityt 15-19% 2024 25-29
U.S. U.S.S.R. U.S. U.S.S.R. U.S. U.S.S.R. U.S. U.S.S.R.

1926 2,9009°5 5,566-0 612 39'5 1560 268-3 1450 2782
1927 2,827-0 5,418:3 603 386 152°3 261°4 1408 2720
1928 2,656°0 553181 57°1 381 1442 2566 132°9 2678
1929 2,524°0 4,9858 549 358 1383 2409 1272 252-3
1930 2,508'5 4,826'1 557 348 137-8 2335 126°4 2451
1931 2,376°0 452550 52°1 30-8 130°5 2060 12I°1 2171
1932 2,288-5 3,573°6 499 260 126°3 1733 116-8 1829
1933 2,148'5 3,621:6 46°5 265 1187 1757 110-3 1861
1934 2,205°0 2,904°9 489 21°4 1238 1410 1131 1499
1935 2,163°5 3,263°3 499 24°1 122°5 1585 110-8 169-0
1936 2,119°0 3,652°7 496 270 1217 1775 109'3 1900
1937 2,147°5 4,308:6 52-5 321 1247 2098 1116 2248
1938 2,199°5 4,351'3 546 325 1283 212°0 115°5 228-0
1939 2,154°0 3,964°4 531 29-8 1256 1949 1142 2091
1940 2,301'3 3,752°1 54'8 284 1356 186-0 122-8 199-2
1941 2,399°1 3,742°6 576 286 1454 1871 1287 2001
1942 2,628-2 2,933 61-8 22°5 1651 1479 1427 157°9
1943 2,718-3 2,366°2 625 18-3 164°0 120°2 147-8 1281
1944 2,567'6 1,942°0 551 151 151-8 99'5 136'5 1059
1945 2,491°2 1,762°1 51°9 13-8 1389 9I1-0 1322 967
1946 2,942°7 2,868-3 60-0 226 181°1 149'3 161-2 158:3
1947 32735 3,232°9 802 257 2097 169-8 176-0 179:6
1948 3,108-6 3,079°4 82-8 246 200-3 163-0 1634 1722
1949 3,110°1 3,007°5 844 242 200°1 160°5 1654 169-3
1950 3,090°5 2,851°1 82:6 231 1966 1534 166°1 1614
1951 3,268-0 2,014'7 879 237 212+6 1579 174'3 166-0
1952 3,357°4 2,898-8 863 238 219'1 1584 180°5 166-2
1953 3:424'5 2,762°9 884 22-8 2259 1520 183'9 1593
1954 3,541'5 2,974'4 90-8 247 237°4 1649 1885 172°5
1955 3,578:6 2,909°I 906 24'3 242-8 1626 190-8 169-8
1956 3,688'5 2,8592 95'1 240 2543 1610 1954 1679
1957 3,767°4 2,903°9 970 246 2610 1647 2004 1715
1958 3,703'3 2,899-3 92+4 285 2589 167°1 198-8 1702
1959 3,712'9 2,903'8 9I1°6 32:6 2604 169-0 2004 168-3
1960 3,653°6 2,040°0 89-9 370 2581 1731 197°4 168-8
1961 3,627°6 2,879:6 889 314 2536 1746 197-8 1666
1962 3,471°0 2,755°0 821 256 2438 172'1 191°3 1607
1963 3,331°5 2,688-1 77°4 249 2313 167°9 1854 156-8
1964 2,564°4 238 1601 1496
1965 2,487'7 231 1554 1451
1966 2,452°4 228 1532 1430
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TABLE I (continued)

Country and age of mother
Year 30-34 35-39 40-44 45—49*
U.S. U.S.S.R. U.S. U.S.S.R. U.S. U.S.S.R. U.S. U.S.S.R.

1926 108:9 232°1 777 177°4 289 938 42 238
1927 1052 2260 750 171-8 28-0 907 3-8 232
1928 981 2216 691 167-8 262 89-0 36 227
1929 92-8 2079 642 1566 240 82:4 34 213
1930 922 201-3 62-9 150'8 236 792 31 206
1931 873 177°5 592 1322 22°1 693 29 182
1932 842 149°1 565 110°4 212 57-8 2-8 15°3
1933 793 151:0 52°4 1113 19'8 581 27 15°6
1934 810 121°I 522 88-8 19°4 463 26 12°5
1935 779 136'1 508 993 183 51°6 25 41
1936 755 152°3 484 110°6 17°1 574 22 158
1937 757 179°7 469 129°5 161 672 2:0 186
1938 77°1 181-5 466 1302 15-8 673 20 18-8
1939 76'1 165°'1 449 117°3 15°1 599 1-8 167
1940 834 1563 463 109-8 156 555 19 15°3
1941 853 1557 461 1083 150 540 17 148
1942 91-8 122°1 479 839 147 41°2 1-6 11-3
1943 99'5 98-4 52-8 669 157 325 15 89
1944 981 807 546 543 16°1 26-0 14 7°0
1945 100°2 732 569 487 166 230 16 61
1946 108-9 1190 587 78:4 165 363 15 96
1947 1119 1342 589 872 166 39-8 14 105
1948 103-7 127-6 545 820 157 36-8 I3 97
1949 102°1 1246 535 790 153 348 I3 91
1950 1037 1180 529 74:0 15°1 320 12 83
1951 108:3 120°5 541 747 15'3 319 12 82
1952 1130 119°9 561 73°4 153 304 12 77
1953 112:9 1142 572 69-0 15°5 282 I 70
1954 116°1 1229 587 733 15-8 292 11 73
1955 1155 120°1 594 70-8 157 27'5 II 67
1956 116-0 118-0 601 686 159 26°1 I'I 63
1957 117°5 119-8 605 68-7 160 254 I'I 61
1958 1157 118-0 583 650 156 253 1-0 58
1959 1154 1160 582 649 15°6 247 10 53
1960 112°7 1155 562 63-8 15°5 247 09 51
1961 1133 1127 556 615 156 24'5 09 46
1962 1087 1075 526 57°5 148 237 09 39
1963 105°9 104-9 512 561 142 231 09 3-8
1964 100°0 535 22°1 36
1965 971 519 21°4 35
1966 957 51-2 21°1 35

* Includes births to women below age 15, or above age 49, depending upon the age group.

+ Total fertility rate computed independently by summing the rates by single year of age. For the U.S.S.R. this
rate is equivalent to the constant % times 1,000. See the Technical Appendix for an explanation.

SOURCES: National Center for Health Statistics, Natality Statistics Analysis, Series 21, No. 1, Table 4. Other

sources of data for the U.S. include: P. K. Whelpton and A, Campbell, Fertility Tables for Birth Cohorts
of American Women, Vital Statistics — Special Reports, Vol. 51, No. 1, adapted from Table 3; and
Fertility Measurement, Series No. 4, No. 1, Table B.
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