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To His Excellency The Governor of Mauritius,

Sir Colville Montgomery Deverell, K.C.M.G., C.V.0,

O.B.E.
LONDON 1960

Your Excellency,

In September 1957 your predecessor appointed a Committee of
Ministers to investigate the feasibility of contributory, compulsory
and comprehensive social insurance in Mauritius. This committee
reported at the end of 1958. In January 1959 your predecessor
invited me
“In the light of the report of the Ministerial Committee, to
advise the Government of Mauritius as to the provisions to
be made for social security, bearing in mind the resources of
the territory and the needs of its people™.
I accepted this assignment on 24th February and asked whether
the terms of reference could be interpreted widely enough to allow
me to consider the whole field of social security, health and welfare
in Mauritius. I also asked for the services, in London and Mauritius,
of Dr. Brian Abel-Smith and Mr. Tony Lynes. These requests
were granted.

During the next few months, I took the opportunity afforded by
the visits of several of your Ministers to London to discuss with
them my terms of reference and hear in greater detail about the
problems facing the island. 1 also studied the reports of earlier
committees and commissions and a variety of other papers which
helped me to see these problems against the widest possible
background.

I had hoped to be able to visit Mauritius in August 1959 but
ill-health made this impossible. Instead, 1 asked Dr. Abel-Smith
and Mr. Lynes to go to Mauritius in my place to undertake initial
investigations. Accordingly, my two colleagues arrived in Mauritius
on 5th August 1959. Dr. Abel-Smith left on 2nd September 1959,
and Mr. Lynes on 17th September 1959.

Soon after my colleagues arrived in Mauritius, an advertisement
was inserted in the newspapers asking for written and oral evidence.
On 28th August 1959, oral evidence was received from seven persons,
whose names are among those listed in Appendix A of this report.
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