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64  •  Fertility 

The total fertility rate (TFR) in Indonesia is 2.4 children per woman. The 
TFR among women in rural areas is slightly higher than the rate among 
women in urban areas (2.6 and 2.3 children, respectively) (Table 5.1 and 
Figure 5.1). 

Trends: The TFR remained stationary at 2.6 births per woman between 
the 2007 IDHS and the 2012 IDHS. The TFR declined to 2.4 children in 
the 2017 IDHS (Figure 5.2). 

Figure 5.2  Trends in fertility by 
residence 

 
 
The age-specific fertility rates (ASFR) from the 2012 
and 2017 IDHS surveys are shown in Figure 5.3. In both 
surveys, fertility peaks at age 25-29, with the rate 
slightly lower in 2017 than in 2012 (138 births versus 
143 births). The ASFRs among women under age 25 are 
also lower in 2017 than 2012, with a particularly marked 
decline at age 20-24, from 138 to 111 births per 1,000 
women. On the other hand, the ASFR for age 30-34 
increased from 103 births in the 2012 IDHS to 113 births 
per 1,000 women in the 2017 IDHS. 

 

Patterns by background characteristics 

The fertility rate peaks in the 25-29 age group in both rural and urban areas at 138 births per woman. The 
ASFR patterns at age 25 and older in urban and rural areas are similar, indicating the urban–rural difference in 
in the TFR is mainly due to differences in fertility among women under 25 years (Table 5.1). 

▪ The TFR generally declines with increasing education and household wealth. For example, women who 
completed primary school are having 2.9 children, while women with more than secondary education are 
having 2.3 children (Table 5.2 and Figure 5.4). Women in the lowest wealth quintile are having 2.9 
children, while women in the highest wealth quintile are having 2.1 children (Table 5.2 and Figure 5.5). 

Appendix Table A.5.1 shows the TFR by province. 
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Figure 5.1  Fertility by 
residence 

 

Figure 5.3  Age-specific fertility 

 

2.4 2.3
2.6

Total Urban Rural

Total fertility rate for the 3 
years before the survey

48

138 143

103

62
21

436

111

138 113

63

20 4

15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49
Age group

Births per 1,000 women

2012 IDHS
2017 IDHS


